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News Release   

Hong Kong investors most concerned 
with governance in ESG, Schroders 
Global Investor Study 2018 finds  
2 October 2018 
The Schroders Global Investor Study 2018, which surveyed over 22,000 investors across 30 markets, including 
550 respondents in Hong Kong, highlighted that governance is the most important Environmental, Social and 
Governance (ESG) consideration to Hong Kong investors. 

They cited fund managers’ most important area of engagement on a company they invest in was ending 
bribery or corruption, followed by environmental concerns such as pollution from operations and climate 
change, and finally social issues including treatment of company workforce and selling unhealthy or addictive 
products. 

The study also found that Hong Kong investors trailed global counterparts in terms of considering ESG factors 
when investing, due to a lack of understanding. 

Hongkongers allocate second least to sustainable investments, after Japan 
Hong Kong investors reported collectively allocating one-fourth (25%) of the entire investment portfolio to 
sustainable investments, trailing behind their global (37%) and Asian counterparts (37%) by an obvious margin 
and leading Japan (24%) by one percentage point. 

Yet, eight in ten (82%) Hong Kong investors felt sustainable investing was more important to them now, and six 
in ten (61%) had increased their sustainable investments compared to five years ago. These findings pointed 
out that sustainable investing is a growing trend. 

Hongkongers don’t fully understand sustainable investing  
Investors in Hong Kong felt that there were not enough sustainable investments available in Hong Kong, with 
over one-third of them (36%) citing the limited number of such options as their top barrier to investing in 
sustainable funds. 

Chris Durack, CEO of Schroders Hong Kong, said: 

“Leading active managers’ such as Schroders’ practice of integrating ESG principles within existing investment 
process answers to this demand for sustainable investments. Firm-wide integration includes identifying 
sustainably managed businesses, understanding the risks and opportunities of environmental and social 
change, and actively engaging to improve companies’ behaviours and governance.” 
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Jessica Ground, Head of Stewardship at Schroders, commented: 

“Sustainable investing is complex in nature, and therefore should be considered in an active, holistic and forward-
looking manner. ESG considerations are a good tool for managing risk, safeguarding investments and generating 
active returns. It is therefore important for investors to find out whether an asset manager takes an integrated 
approach to sustainable investing throughout their investment process.” 

Chris Durack concluded: 

“In this year’s Global Investor Study we see a mix of perceptions on sustainable investing across the region, influenced 
by subjective and varying definitions of ESG. While some investors in Hong Kong think there are limited options for 
sustainable investments, we believe the best practice is for active managers to factor in ESG across the investment 
process and explain this to investors. 

“To help investors navigate sustainable investing, Schroders develops proprietary models to track and manage 
climate risks in investments, such as the Climate Progress Dashboard and the Carbon Value at Risk model launched 
last year. These tools measure the progress towards a decarbonised world and the impact of carbon costs on 
companies. We also share our views and analyses on relevant sectors by publishing quarterly Sustainable Investment 
Reports to help bridge the disconnect between investors’ perceived importance of ESG and the best strategies to invest 
sustainably.” 

Schroders believes in delivering long-term value for clients, to which sustainable investing is an integral 
strategy. Schroders is an A+ UN PRI-rated asset manager and was ranked first in the 2017 ShareAction 
Responsible Investment Survey of Europe Asset Managers, as well as a Top 5 company in the 2017 AODP 
Global Climate Index. Schroders has a 12-strong team of ESG specialists with over 20 years of experience in 
firm-wide ESG integration.   

For more on the Schroders Global Investor Study 2018, please visit www.schroders.com.hk/gis. 

- End - 
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Important Information:  

Schroders commissioned Research Plus Ltd to conduct, between 20 March and 23 April 2018, an independent online study of 22,338 
investors in 30 markets around the world, including Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, India, Italy, Japan, the 
Netherlands, Spain, the UK and the US. This research defines ‘investors’ as those who will be investing at least €10,000 (or the 
equivalent) in the next 12 months and who have made changes to their investments within the last ten years. These individuals 
represent the views of investors in each country included in the study. 
Any security(s) mentioned above is for illustrative purpose only, not a recommendation to invest or divest. 
This document is intended to be for information purposes only and it is not intended as promotional material in any respect. The 
views and opinions contained herein are those of the author(s), and do not necessarily represent views expressed or reflected in 
other Schroders communications, strategies or funds. The material is not intended to provide, and should not be relied on for 
investment advice or recommendation. Opinions stated are matters of judgment, which may change. Information herein is believed 
to be reliable, but Schroder Investment Management (Hong Kong) Limited does not warrant its completeness or accuracy. 
Investment involves risks. Past performance and any forecasts are not necessarily a guide to future or likely performance. You 
should remember that the value of investments can go down as well as up and is not guaranteed. Exchange rate changes may 
cause the value of the overseas investments to rise or fall. For risks associated with investment in securities in emerging and less 
developed markets, please refer to the relevant offering document. 
The information contained in this document is provided for information purpose only and does not constitute any solicitation and 
offering of investment products. Potential investors should be aware that such investments involve market risk and should be 
regarded as long-term investments. 
Derivatives carry a high degree of risk and should only be considered by sophisticated investors. 
This material, including the website, has not been reviewed by the SFC. Issued by Schroder Investment Management (Hong Kong) 
Limited. 
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Schroders plc 
As a global investment manager, we help institutions, intermediaries and individuals across the planet meet their goals, fulfil their 
ambitions, and prepare for the future. But as the world changes, so do our clients’ needs. That’s why we have a long history of 
adapting to suit the times and keeping our focus on what matters most to our clients. 
Doing this takes experience and expertise. We bring together people and data to spot the trends that will shape the future. This 
provides a unique perspective which allows us to always invest with conviction. We are responsible £449.4 billion (€508.2 
billion/$593.3 billion)* of assets for our clients who trust us to deliver sustainable returns. We remain determined to build future 
prosperity for them, and for all of society. Today, we have 4,600 people across six continents who focus on doing just this. 
We are a global business that’s managed locally. This allows us to always keep our clients’ needs at the heart of everything we do. 
For over 200 years and more than seven generations we’ve grown and developed our expertise in tandem with our clients’ needs 
and interests. 
Further information about Schroders group can be found at www.schroders.com.hk. 
 
Source: Schroders, all data as at 30 June 2018. 
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